
 

 

 

 14 September 2017 

Panel recommends for PCC to take a seat at the Fire Authority 
Following an initial discussion at their meeting of 20th July, the Panel considered in greater detail the PCC’s 
local business case for options to improve collaboration between Police and the Fire and Rescue Service (FRS).  
The PCC’s preferred option is the ‘Governance Model’, in which the North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Authority 
(NYFRA) would be scrapped and the PCC would assume responsibility for oversight of the FRS.  The Panel 
considered the PCC’s proposal and heard from the Chair of the NYFRA about their alternative proposal; namely 
that the PCC should taking a seat at the NYFRA table as an additional voting Member.  This is known as the 
‘Representation Model’ option. 
 
The Panel expressed concerns about the fact that if the Governance Model is adopted, this change cannot be 
easily reversed and is high-risk.  Members shared concerns regarding the impact on their role under this 
Model, which would mean the Panel taking on a wider scrutiny remit for FRS issues, in addition to policing and 
crime.  This would be done with potentially no additional resources from the Home Office and would require a 
significant additional time commitment.  Scrutiny would be impacted by the loss of expertise of the 16-strong 
membership of the current NYFRA.  The Panel felt this to be a concern not least in terms of accountability of 
the PCC as the Panel already has fairly limited powers in its scrutiny over the PCC’s performance. 
 
The Panel resolved that its preferred option is the Representation Model.  The PCC’s public consultation on the 
options is open until 22nd September at www.telljulia.com.  
 

Disposal of Newby Wiske Hall 
Following concerns raised at the Panel’s previous meeting by residents of Newby Wiske regarding the PCC’s 
handling of the sale of Newby Wiske Hall to PGL Travel Ltd, the matter was considered in further detail by the 
Panel and advice was also taken regarding the PCC’s legal responsibilities around a sale process.  The Panel 
determined that the PCC would need to reflect carefully in future around how she communicates with the 
public about site disposals.  The local residents were advised to feed their concerns about proposed use of the 
site through the local planning process and to seek conditions on use through their local councillor. 
 

PCC’s draft Annual Report 2016/17 
The Panel gave its approval to the PCC’s draft Annual Report 2016/17, which will be published in due course on 
the PCC’s website at www.northyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk/  
 

Next meeting – 16th November, York College, York 
This meeting will hear from the Chairs of the Safer York Partnership and North Yorkshire Community Safety 
Partnership and will review progress on improvements to the 101 service. 
 
To see details of future meetings, view copies of past agendas and papers please visit 
http://democracy.northyorks.gov.uk/committees.aspx?commid=14   
Any enquiries should be directed to the Panel Secretariat via nypcp@northyorks.gov.uk 
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